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WORKSHOP INTRODUCTION 
 

According to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC):  

“Climate finance refers to local, national or transnational financing, drawn from public, private 

and alternative sources of financing. Climate finance is needed for mitigation, because large-scale 

investments are required to significantly reduce emissions, especially in sectors that emit large 

amounts of greenhouse gases. Climate finance is equally important for adaptation, as significant 

financial resources are needed to enable countries to adapt to the adverse effects and reduce the 

impacts of a changing climate”1 
 

Financing the fight against climate change is a fundamental axis of climate action, particularly for 

developing countries and the least developed countries, the majority of which are in Africa. 
 

To this end, over the years, and according to the agendas and interests of each 

institution/organization, a whole global finance architecture for the climate has been put in place, 

at several levels, in particular: 

- At the multilateral level: there are several Multilateral Institutions, such as the financial 

institutions linked to the UNFCCC, essentially the Green Climate Fund, considered as the 

"Flagship Fund" for climate finance, as well as Funds not linked to the UNFCCC, in 

particular those created by the Multilateral Development Banks or the various United 

Nations Programmes. 

The Green Climate Fund (GCF) is the newest and largest financial mechanism to date. It was created 

during the COP16 in Cancun in 2010 as an operational entity of the financial mechanism of the 

UNFCCC, in accordance with its article 112. This Fund is the main multilateral financial mechanism of 

the UNFCCC intended to support climate action in developing countries. Operational since 2015, it is 

a legally independent institution hosted by South Korea. 

The objective of all GCF activities is to help developing countries limit or reduce their greenhouse gas 

emissions and adapt to climate change, taking into account the needs of countries that are particularly 

vulnerable to the impacts of climate change. This Fund recognizes the need to ensure that developing 

country partners take ownership of climate change financing and integrate it into their own national 

action plans. 

The GCF aims to have an impact in terms of mitigation and adaptation in eight sectors of activity 

eligible for funding from the GCF. 

Mitigation activities include reducing emissions in the following sectors: 

1. Production and access to low-emission energy; 

2. Low carbon transport; 

3. Buildings, cities, industries and electronic devices; 

4. Sustainable land and forest management (including REDD+ implementation); 
 

Adaptation activities include building resilience in the following areas: 

- Food, water and health systems; 

- Improved livelihoods for vulnerable people, communities and regions; 

- infrastructure; 

- Ecosystems. 

The GCF has further identified five (5) high-impact, cross-cutting investment priorities for mitigation 

and adaptation: 

1. Transforming energy production and access; 

2. Create climate-compatible cities; 

3. Encourage low-carbon and climate-resilient agriculture; 

4. Promote large-scale financing for forests and climate change; 

5. Strengthening the resilience of small island developing States. 

                                                 
1 https://unfccc.int/en  
2 https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/convfr.pdf  

https://unfccc.int/topics/climate-finance/the-big-picture/climate-finance-in-the-negotiations
https://unfccc.int/fr
https://unfccc.int/resource/docs/convkp/convfr.pdf
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Considering GCF equity, Africa, which ranked first in November 2020, is dethroned by Asia Pacific 

with cumulative funding in July 2021 at $3.32 billion, or 38%3. 

To access GCF funding, a funding proposal must be submitted to the GCF which will assess it based 

on certain assessment criteria, called investment criteria. UCLG Africa's commitment is to build the 

capacity and technical assistance of African Local Governments to enable them to develop Climate 

Plans and prepare eligible funding requests for the Green Climate Fund, as well as the recognition of 

UCLG Africa as “Implementing Partner” of the Green Climate Fund. 

 

- At the bilateral level: this is a second important window which includes various budget 

lines from bilateral donors, mainly from developed countries and OECD member 

countries; 

- At the level no-governmental: it is worth noting the existence of a multitude of private 

foundations and various bodies which represent another window favored by civil society 

organisations; 

- On a national level: several states and governments have set up national and regional 

funds, mainly from developing countries4. 

As the 4C-Morocco Climate Finance Guide points out, while there are a multitude of windows for 

the financing of Climate Action, it is not clear that these windows are easily accessible for 

developing countries and least developed countries, and even less for the Local and Regional 

Governments of Africa. 

African Local and Regional Governments do not have yet a perfect understanding of the ins and 

outs of these various funding opportunities, in particular the conditions and eligibility criteria, the 

deadlines for submitting requests, the nature of the documents to be produced, the way to set up 

“bankable” projects, etc. 
 

It is in this context that the African Local Government Academy of UCLG Africa (ALGA), 

supported by the Climate TaskForce and the 4C-Morocco Center, is organizing a Workshop on: 

 

“Awareness raising and Coaching on how to access to the Green 

Climate Fund” 
 

 

Main Objective : 
 

This workshop of information sharing, awareness raising and capacity building has as main 

objective to allow participants to have an idea on the architecture of the Global Climate Finance. 
 

Specific Objectives : 

 

1. Present the main outlines of the architecture of global climate finance, with a focus on the 

Green Climate Fund; 

2. Present the fundamentals of accessibility to these funding windows (funding conditions, 

eligibility criteria, sectoral dimension, application procedure; 

3. Prepare participants on how to benefit from it; 

4. Present concrete case studies that can serve as benchmarking and source of inspiration; 

5. Gather needs in terms of training and capacity building. 

6. Connect representative groups of Development Partners. 

 

 

                                                 
3 https://climateanalytics.org/media/5_ans_du_funds_vert_pour_le_climat.pdf  
4See 4C-Morocco: Climate Finance Guide, November 2019,www.4c.ma  

https://climateanalytics.org/media/5_ans_du_funds_vert_pour_le_climat.pdf
http://www.4c.ma/
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Target Audience : 

- Representatives of Governments; 

- Representatives of Local and Regional Governments 

- Representatives of International Organizations; 

- Civil servants and Territorial Managers; 

- Actors of Training and Capacity Building, especially in the field of Climate Action 

(Universities, Schools, Institutes, Research Centers...); 

- Representatives of the Private Sector;  

- Representatives of the Civil Society; 

- Experts and Researchers; 

- Students. 
 

Partners: 

- UCLG Africa through its Climate TaskForce and its ALGA Academy. 

- Climate Change Competence Center of Morocco (4C-Maroc), Morocco. 

 

WORKING LANGUAGES: Arabic, French and English. 

 
 

DATE AND VENUE 
 

The Workshop 7 is planned, in presence, on Wednesday, November 30th, 2022 from 02:30 pm 

to 06:00 pm, in Room No, Training Center, Faculty of Medicine and Pharmacy, IBN ZOHR 

University, Agadir, Souss-Massa Region, Kingdom of Morocco. 

 

PROGRAM 

Moderator: Mr Mohamed NBOU, Director of the Climate TaskForce, UCLG Africa. 

 

Hour Activities 

02:15pm Welcome and installation of the participants. 

02:30 - 02:40pm Official opening of the Workshop and presentation of the Panelists. 

02:40 - 03:15pm - Ms Rajae CHAFIL, General Director of the 4C-Morocco Center, 

Morocco. 
03:15 - 04:00pm - Mr Mehdi GUADI, Morocco Alliance of Territorial Collectivities for 

Climate (AMCTC), Morocco 
04:00 - 04:30pm - Coffee/tea break 

04:30 - 04:50pm TBC 

04:50 - 06:00pm Discussion and recommendations 

06:00pm Closing of the Workshop. 

Group photo. 

 

 

 


