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UCLG AFRICA ONLINE LAB DEBATE 

TOPIC : SUSTAINABLE URBANISATION 

“Joining efforts and cooperating around innovative 
and sustainable cities” 

Tuesday 15 June, 2021 - TV Studio 3 from 12:00 to 12:45  

(Brussels Local Time) 
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 « Together for an Effective Local Africa » 
 

Context & rationale 

Roughly ten thousand cities around the world harbors half of humanity 3.5 billion people, occupy 3% of the 

landmass, consumes 60 to 80% energy and emit 70% of global carbon dioxide. According to the World Bank, by 

2050, with the urban population doubling its current size, nearly 70 out 100 people in the world will live in cities. 

The speed and scale of urbanization raise tremendous, diverse and serious challenges namely poverty, 

unemployment, insecurity, mobility, availability of land, conflicts, migration, growing of inequalities and 

discriminations. Many cities suffer from skills gap, digital divide, while being the epicenter of greenhouse gas 

emissions and pollution, not to mention the impact of the pandemic of the Covid-19. 

Cities are however widely recognized as poles and spaces of promises and opportunities for well being, jobs 

creation, technology, innovation, economic, social and cultural development. This is why for the United Nations "it 

is clear that it is in the cities where the battle for sustainability will be won or lost ". 
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The SDG 11 “Making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable” and the New Urban 

Agenda reaffirm the global commitment to sustainable urban development as a critical step for realizing sustainable 

development in an integrated and coordinated manner at the global, regional, national, sub-national and local levels, 

with the participation of all relevant actors and stakeholders. 

In order to win the battle for sustainable cities, the concerned actors should not be tempted to play as a “single 

rider”. In addition to the promotion of a global solidarity on a planetary scale - especially to face the pandemic and 

its impact, in the spirit of the SDG 17, and build back better -, the implementation of SDG 11 and the New Urban 

Agenda call today, more than ever, to invest, develop, implement and share innovative, smart, customized 

approaches, in particular regarding the territorial approach of urban local development, financing urban 

development, and building resilience. 

Leaders and the International Community have agreed that the year 2030 should be the deadline to achieve a 

sustainable development that leaves no one and no place behind. In order to meet the 2030 deadline, the United 

Nations have decided to engage a Decade of Action starting from 2020. 

At the World Urban Forum (WUF) 10, participants committed to join efforts and cooperate in order to learn from 

each other. In particular they insisted on the need to draw lessons from experiences already implemented and actors 

and stakeholders engaged in the dynamic of sustainable cities have presented, showed cases and shared innovative 

policies, strategies, programs and projects. 

In a world marked by multidimensional challenges, by the scarcity of resources and by the lack of skills and 

experience, we need to support each other, to join our efforts and to cooperate so as not to reinvent the wheel. Cities, 

particularly in developing countries and in Africa, need to learn from other cities, from other actors and stakeholders 

who have already implemented smart initiatives and approaches to make cities sustainable and resilient. 

This is why UCLG Africa seizes the opportunity of the EDD 2021 to organize an online Lab Debate on “Joining 

efforts and cooperating around innovative and sustainable cities”, on Tuesday, June 15, 2021 from 12:00 to 

12:45 – TV Studio 3. 

 

Theme & Topics : A Green Economy for People and Nature 
- Sustainable urbanization. 

 

Main objective 
Showing cases and sharing experiences and approaches on Innovative and Smart Sustainable 

Urbanization, and raising awareness on the centrality of partnerships at all levels. 

 

UCLG-Africa Partners 
- United Cities and Local Governments(UCLG). 

- UN-Habitat. 

- European Commission 

- Citiesalliance 

- EDD Young Leaders. 
 

Target audience 
 

- Policy makers at national, subnational, regional and local levels; 

- Networks and Representatives of Local and Regional Governments; 

- International and Regional Organizations; 

- Public and private sector professionals; 

- Architects and urban designers; 

- Civil Society organizations; 

- Academia; 

- Experts; 

- Women and Youth… 
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Date and Time and modality of organization 
 

The Lab Debate will take place online, and will be organized on Tuesday 15 June, 2021, from 12:00 to 

12:45 in TV Studio 3 of the EDD (Brussels Local Time, UTC+2). 

 

The working languages:  
Simultaneous interpretation from English to French and vice versa and a passive interpretation from 

Portuegese to English and French, will be provided by the Organisers.  

 

 Agenda   
Time Activities 

13:50 CHANNEL 1 - Session Moderator, Mr Jean Pierre Elong Mbassi, Secretary General 

of UCLG-Africa. 

Welcoming and installation of the Speakers and Participants 

12:00 - 12:10 Opening remarks  

1. CHANNEL 1- Mr Jean Pierre ElongMbassi, Secretary General of UCLG-Africa. 
2. TV STUDIO in Brussels, Ms Carla Montesi, Director for Green Deal and Digital 
Agenda, Directorate-General for International Partnerships (INTPA), European 
Commission (TV Studio in Brussels TBC). 
3. CHANNEL 2 (or pre-recorded message)– Hon. Ms Thembi Nkadimeng, Mayor of 
Polokwane, President of South African Local Government Association (SALGA),              
Co-President of UCLG, South Africa (TBC). 

12:10 - 12:30 Engaged Local Leadership of Cities for Urban Innovation and Sustainability 

CHANNEL 3 – Hon. Mohamed Sefiani, Mayor of Chefchaouen, Vice-President of the 

Climate TaskForce of UCLG-Africa, Morocco. 

CHANNEL 4- Hon.  Mr Emil Boc, Mayor of Cluj-Napoca, Roumania.  

12:30-12:45 Showing case on joined efforts to support  Sustainable Urbanization  (pre-

recorded video messages) 

5. Mr Ishaku Maitumbi, Senior Advisor in the Regional Office for Africa,                                 

UN-Habitat.  (2-3 min). 

6. Mr Greg Munro, Director of CitiesAlliance  2-3 min). 

7. Mr Andries Gryffroy,   Member of the Flemish Parliament, Belgium. (2-3 min). 

8. Ms Sherine Omondo, EDD Young Leader, Kenya (2-3 min). 

12:45 Wrap-up  

Group Picture  

 

 

 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cluj-Napoca

