


Context and rationale 

The African continent is experiencing a rapid urbanization process which is expected 
to continue in the coming decades. Its population is expected to reach 2.4 billion 
people by 2050, including 1.34 billion city dwellers versus 455 million currently. All 
African cities, whether large, medium or small, will face the same demographic, 
social, economic, and environmental challenges over the coming decades. These 
challenges are exacerbated by the effects and impact of the Covid-19 pandemic.

As a regional chapter of United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG at the global 
level) in Africa, United Cities and Local Governments of Africa (UCLG Africa) is 
engaged in advocacy, lobbying, strengthening and empowerment of Local and 
Regional Governments of Africa, for a better implementation and localization of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), in particular SDG 11, as well as of the 
New Urban Agenda, the Climate Change Agenda, and the Sendai Framework for 
Disaster Risk Reduction.

SDG 11 is a goal that directly calls and challenges Mayors and Municipal Authorities 
to play a crucial role in making cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient 
and sustainable, on the basis of their vision, skills, missions, policies, strategies, and 
activities, and above all their proximity to the population, citizens, and communities.

UCLG Africa is also engaged in the implementation and localization of the vision of 
the New Urban Agenda, in particular with regard to the provisions of its paragraph 13 
which states: “We envisage cities and human settlements that : b) Are participatory, 
promote civic engagement, engender a sense of belonging and ownership among 
all their inhabitants…”.

UCLG Africa launched during the COP 23 in 2017, the Climate Task Force which 
is committed to creating synergy between the different actors and stakeholders 
around the Climate Agenda, namely the representatives of the State and of the 
Governments, Local and Subnational Governments, development banks, institutions 
specializing  in the financing of Local and Subnational Governments, the technical 
support agencies for Local Authorities, the university and research institutions, the 
associations of Local Authorities, as well as NGOs that are active in the field climate.

Since its flagship event, AFRICITIES 2018, UCLG Africa has launched the African 
Capitals of Culture initiative to promote, protect and enhance culture and cultural 
heritage, as well as the role, responsibilities and commitment of cities at the local 
level.

Based on its vision “Building African Unity from its Roots”, its mission, its experience 
and its ecosystem - as a Pan-African Organization representing some 47 National 
Associations of Local Governments and more than 20,000 African cities -, UCLG 
Africa has a crucial role to play in the commitment, ownership and implementation 
of the 10 principles of “the City we want in Africa”, namely, inclusion and social 
commitment; cities that are affordable, accessible and equitable; economically 
dynamic and inclusive; collectively managed and democratically governed; 
promoting coherent, regenerative and resilient territorial development; cities with 



shared identities and a sense of place; well-planned cities that can be walked 
through and adapted to public transport; safe, healthy and well-being cities; and 
finally cities that learn and innovate.

For UCLG Africa, the City we want requires political will, proximity, listening, dialogue 
and communication, holistic and inclusive approaches, policies and strategies, but 
above all a concrete commitment involving the actors and stakeholders. Among 
these actors and stakeholders, local authorities and citizens are, and must be, on 
the front line, especially in times of crisis, as is the case with the Covid-19 pandemic.

Through its African Local Government Academy (ALGA), recognized by UCLG as 
an example of best practices among its regional sections, UCLG Africa will organize 
a second Campus of Urban Thinkers (UTC).

The theme of this UTC, which will be virtual, will focus on: “Promoting the commitment 
of Local and Regional Governments and Citizens for the City we want in Africa, at 
the time of Covid-19 and beyond”.
 
This initiative is part of the difficult context of the Covid-19 pandemic where 
concerted, inclusive, and participatory approaches that leave no one behind are 
now more useful than ever and crucial to prevent and deal with the pandemic, but 
above all to prepare to build better institutions, towards a brighter future at the 
local level in Africa.

This virtual event will be an opportunity not only to celebrate the International 
Cities Day (October 31 of each year), but also to present concrete experiences 
of inclusive and participatory approaches, in particular on the part of Local and 
Regional Governments, cities, citizens, and NGOs. It will be a moment of information, 
awareness, training, capacity building, sharing of experiences and best practices, 
peer learning and identification of ideas, elements and materials that could fuel a 

Roadmap for the Future. 

The main goal of the Virtual UTC 2020 

UCLG Africa aims to create a serene debate, for sharing, exchange, learning and 
benchmarking around the commitment of Local and Regional Governments and of 
citizens in order to build “the City we want” in the difficult context of Covid-19 and 
beyond.

The specific goals of the virtual UTC 20200

- Information sharing and awareness on the current difficulties and challenges 
in the context of the Covid-19 pandemic;

- Explaining and demonstrating what the engagement of Local Authorities and 
Citizens consists of in times of crisis, such as the Covid-19 pandemic;

- Presenting and sharing successful experiences in Africa and in different 
other regions of the world on the concept and approaches of inclusive and 
participatory engagement in times of crisis;



- Informing, raising awareness, learning, learning from peers, training and 
building capacity on the Ten (10) Principles of the City We Want, with emphasis 
being placed on Principles 1, 2 and 3;

- Organizing a campaign to promote Culture and heritage, crafts and income-
generating activities on social media.

Expected results 

Based on the experiences, case studies and best practices that we will mobilize, as 
well as based on the results of the sessions that we will organize, our virtual UTC 
will enable us to:

- contribute to meeting the challenges faced by Local Authorities and cities in 
terms of commitment in times of crisis;

- highlight the challenges of civic engagement in times of crisis in terms of 
access to information, spaces for dialogue, consultation and above all concrete 
and active participation;

- see where we stand in African cities;

- highlight the needs for learning, training, capacity building, and peer learning;

- feed a roadmap that may be presented during the flagship event of UCLG 
Africa, Africities, in Kenya, in Kisumu county, in November 2021.

The Partners of the Virtual UTC 
1.  UN-HABITAT

2.  The European Commission

3.  UCLG

4.  Cities Alliance

5.  ICESCO

6.  ENDA-ECOPOP

7. OIPD (International Organization for Participatory Democracy)

8. The City of Rabat, Morocco, African Capital of Culture.

9.  Other Partners being mobilized.

Target Groups 
- Representatives of States and Governments;

- Representatives of International organizations;

- Representatives of Local and regional Governments, in particular Mayors of cities;

- Representatives of the Private sector;

- Representatives of Civil Society;

- Representatives of Academia, and Researchers;

- Anchoring Institutes and Partners of ALGA of UCLG Africa

- Young people and people with disabilities;

- Migrants and refugees.



Date and time 
October 27 - 28, 2020
 
Links on the Zoom platform will be provided to participants on the agenda.
 
Contact persons: 
Dr. Najat Zarrouk, Director of ALGA at UCLG Africa.

 e-mail: najat_zarrouk@yahoo.fr & Nzarrouk@uclga.org 

Phone: +212 (0)661 120 552

By copying (CCing):
• Miss Fariath CHABI, Executive Assistant, in charge of studies

E-mail: Fchabi@uclga.org /Phone: 00212700991848

• Mrs. Philomène DABIRÉ, Executive Assistant and Accountant 
E-mail: pdabire@uclga.org / Phone: +226 70 26 67 03 / +226 25 30 25 67

• Miss Safia Ennaciri, Intern.
E-mail: e.safia.alga@gmail.com /sennaciri@uclga.org / Phone: +212 638-808196

These contacts are all reachable by WhatsApp.

Our Websites and Social Networks:

UCLG Africa portal: https://www.uclga.org

ALGA’s website: www.uclgafrica-alga.org 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/CGLUAfrique/ 

LinkedIn: https://www.linkedin.com/company/cglu-afrique/

Youtube: https://www.youtube.com/user/cgluafrique


