
Final Déclaration and Plan of Action 
Second Africa Forum for Urban Safety (AFUS) Learning Exchange 

Durban, November 01 - 03, 2017 

We, the participants in the Second Africa Forum for Urban Safety 
(AFUS) Leaming Exchange held in Durban from 01 to 03 November 
2017, representing intergovemmental organizations, Sates, local 
authorities, civil society and grassroots organizations, professionals and 
researchers, private sector, and other relevant stakeholders, have been 
welcomed by the eThekwini Municipality to address the thème of the 
conférence 'Creating Safer Cities for ail: Implementation of the New 
Urban Agenda' by setting out a plan of action to strengthen urban crime 
prévention policies and work towards building inclusive, safe, résilient 
and sustainable cities. 

Given the rapid urban growth and the increasing problem of increasing 
crime, violence and insecurity in cities in Africa; 

Guided by the principle of inclusion in building partnerships at 
international, régional, national and local levels, between intra and inter
govemmental, non-govemmental and community based organizations as 
well as partnerships with civil society, private sector and academia, 



Guided also by the principle of inclusive participation in the civic affair; 
especially the most vulnérable ones, including women, youth, and 
children, must be empowered to participate effectively in decision-
making processes, 

Guided further by the principle of good governance, including 
accountability, sustainability, diagnosis, monitoring, évaluation and 
feedback regarding stratégies, policies, programmes and interventions; 

Guided by the principle of innovation to solving the challenges posed by 
crime and violence in urban areas, while providing adéquate institutions, 
mechanisms or platform for supporting the conceptualization and 
implementation of crime prévention policies and stratégies, including the 
opportunities for city-to-city, North-South, and South-South Leaming 
Exchange, 

Guided by the principle of integrated approaches to urban and territorial 
development by implementing crime prévention policies, stratégies, 
capacity development and actions at ail levels. 

Agrée on the central rôle of local actors in enhancing security and 
preventing urban crime. 

Agrée that urban safety is an essential élément for the sustainable 
development of cities and must be considered as a pubhc good to be 
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accessible to ail citizens, especially to the urban poor who are the most 
affected by urban insecurity, 

Agrée on enhancing urban safety and building a culture of prévention, in 
the short, médium and long term. Urban safety needs to be looked at in 
particular from a perspective of development of citizenship values and 
rights, including the physical, social and psychological integrity of a 
person; and in relation to participation and improved governance. Urban 
safety can only be built through participation and engagement of ail 
urban society and it demands transparency, commitment to delivery and 
the development of a culture of solidarity and of respect for the rule of 
law, 

Agrée to strengthen evidence-based policy and practice on safer cities to 
allow us to track the progress towards achieving the safety-related 
commitments in the New Urban Agenda in relation to Sustainable 
Development Goals 5, 11, 16, and 17 in a more systematic way; 

Call upon the eThekwini Municipality to enhance the AFUS framework 
as a spécial purpose vehicle in accordance with the local and national 
laws of the Republic of South Africa. 
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Call upon UN-Habitat to support the setting up of this Spécial Purpose 
Vehicle with the development of the AFUS Charter in accordance with 
the international laws as defmed by the United Nations. 

Call upon the eThekwini Municipality to advance the development of the 
City Safety Lab in the framework of AFUS in partnership with civil 
society organizations, private sector, academia, and to report at the next 
Leaming Exchange on the comprehensive and tested methodology of the 
City Safety Lab for replication to other cities in Africa. 

Further it calls upon the mayor of eThekwini Municipality with the 
support of the Executive Director of UN-Habitat to engage with the 
Secretary General of the United Nations as the Chair of AFUS and co-
chair of the Global Network on Safer Cities and member of U C L G 
committee on Safety and Resilience on the rôle of cities in the recently 
launched UN System wide Spotlight Initiative on violence against 
women and to report to the next AFUS Leaming Exchange on the results 
of this engagement. 

Call upon the Departments of Human Settlements and the Coopérative 
Governance and Traditional Affairs of the Republic of South Africa to 
facilitate a continent-wide engagement with the African Union (AU) and 
the South African Development Coopération (SACN) on the replication 
of the Integrated Urban Development Framework with safety as a cross-
cutting issue to inform the implementation of the Common Position for 
Africa on Habitat I I I . 
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Call upon other United Nations agencies and International Development 
Organizations to support the AFUS framework on the engagements of 
the local govemments in the implementation of the 2030 Development 
Agenda and the New Urban Agenda. 

Résolve to support the development of UN system-wide guidelines on 
Safer Cities and its intégration in the implementation of the African 
Union Vision 2063. 

Résolve to endorse the thème of Women Safety in Cities as the thème of 
the Third AFUS Leaming Exchange to take place in the period of the 16 
days of activism on violence against women in November 2018. 
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